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executed and sometimes involving the creation of great
tracts of water, have been so arranged, in accordance
with the local climatic conditions, as to carry all the
smoke from the industrial centre away from the living
quarters. In one case, by a mistake, the centre of a large
city was planned for an area which proved to be bog ;
but measures have been taken to change it into soHd
ground. Plans for the future include the turning of some
of the great waterways southward ; for instance, to
irrigate die vast desert area lying to the south of the great
farm product region of Western Siberia. The Don is to
be united to the Volga, with radical changes in the depth
of the latter and in conditions in the Caspian Sea.
Most impressive of all is the scheme which will make
Moscow nearly double its present size by a vast extension
westwards, including the famous Sparrow Hills. The
Moscow River—which, by its various bends before
reaching the city, is so reminiscent of the Thames west
of London or the Seine west of Paris—becomes some-
thing like a straight line ; water is being brought uphill
from the Volga, far to the north, by means of locks
crossing the watershed, utilizing on its road the river
Klyazma, which it turns into a series of lakes, and
converting Moscow into a port with two harbours, to
the north and to the south. The old open circles on
the ancient lines of bulwarks (or boulevards) are to be
increased to the number of seven, with a provision for
areas of greenery in each circle.
There is one thing which I should say, as one who
knows something about the vast unworked resources
of Russia. I heard a great deal about the working of the
gold mines in the Urals; there is ever so much more in

